MODALS VERBS –

.

PROHIBITION
	MUSTN’T

	CAN’T


	NEEDN’T

	DON’T HAVE TO


POSSIBILITY/PROBABILITY 

ADVICE
	CAN

	COULD

	MAY

	MIGHT


	SHOULD

	OUGHT TO

	

	MUST / HAVE TO


POLITENESS

  ABSENCE OF OBLIGATION
1. CHOOSE THE MOST APPROPRIATE MODAL.

· My son ………… be home by now. Where can he be?

a. have to

b. would

c. should

d. could

· I think your thumb is broken. You

go to the emergency room.

a. might

b. could

c. ought to

d. can

· If you are interested in losing weight, you

try this new diet.

a. couldn’t

b. mustn’t

c. had to

d. have to

· John’s fallen down the stairs! 

I call an ambulance?

a. Should

b. Can

c. May

d. Ought

· You 

come too early. We won’t leave until nine o’clock.

a. has to

b. must

c. needn’t

d. can’t

· The train was damaged in the crash but the passengers 

get out through a window.

a. can

b. had to

c. ought to

d. were able to

· Children 


be accompanied by an adult at the zoo.

a. ought

b. must

c. would

d. mustn’t

· You 


talk during tests. It’s forbidden.

a. don’t have to
b. mustn’t

c. couldn’t

d. ought to

· I can feel the heat. We 

be near the fire.

a. can

b. would

c. must

d. have to

· They 

hear him because he was whispering.

a. wouldn’t

b. mustn’t 

c. shouldn’t 
d. couldn’t

2. MULTIPLE-CHOICE CLOZE: Choose the correct answer.                  

Welcome to the White house! We hope you enjoy your visit. However, there (1 have, are, is, has) certain rules which visitors (2 have, ought, must, are able) to follow. You (3 may, are, must, could) not smoke in the building. Visitors (4 have, must, ought, mustn't) eat only in the cafeteria. Children are welcome, but they (5 have, must, should, were) to be as quiet as possible. You (6 are able, are, should, must) go through a security checkpoint as you (7 leave, arrive, enter, go out) the building. You (8 are, did, must, have) not bring weapons into the building. Visitors (9 can, should, must, have) to leave cameras and tape recorders at the front desk. You (10 must, have, should, may) also leave your coats there if you wish.

3. SPOT THE ERROR: Can you correct the mistakes?

1. He must to be there by six o'clock.

2. Do you like to go out tonight?
3. You don't have to park here. It's forbidden.
4. You should talked to him. He's very upset.
5. He can be able to speak three languages.
6. I could like some coffee, please.
7. You ought see a doctor.
8. Did you can finish your work last night?
9. Shall you go out tonight?
10. Will you like some coffee?
